
A B O U T  T H E 
A U T H O R S
Born and raised in the scenic 
Conejo Valley, Massimo C. 
Bianco is the proud owner of 
Conejo Valley Online, a digital 
marketing agency. His passions 
include maps, hiking, and 
exploring diverse cultures, which 
fuel both his personal and 
professional life.

Nadia Fahmy is an international 
student from Egypt pursuing her 
clinical psychology degree at 
California Lutheran University. 
She's always been fond of 
traveling; the USA is the 10th 
country she's visited!

Renée Fournier is a sophomore 
and a psychology major. She is a 
student worker at Pearson 
Library and in her free time she 
likes to create short comics. 35

Madison Ferdman, a current 
junior at Cal Lutheran, has been a 
writing consultant at the Writing 
Center for a year and a half. 
Pursuing a degree in Multimedia, 
she loves to express herself 
creatively, whether through 
drawing, animating, or writing.

Israel Lozano is an 
undergraduate student majoring 
in History and minoring in TESOL 
and the University Honors 
Program.



 Jazmine Smith is a first 
generation college student with a 
passion for student advocacy. 

Dr. Ernst F. Tonsing (known by 
students as the Tonz) graduated 
from CLU's sister school Midland 
Lutheran University, served in the 
United States Navy as an officer, 
taught in the Navy Intelligence 
School at Little Creek, Virginia, 
graduated from Pacific Lutheran 
Seminary in Berkeley, and earned 
a second Masters and a Ph.D. 
from the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. He came to CLU in 
1974 to teach New Testament and 
Greek, retiring in 2003 when he 
wrote the history of CLU, O 
Summon Your Sons and 
Daughters, to celebrate CLU's 
50th anniversary.

Sherilyn Rudney is a senior 
majoring in sociology. When she’s 
not focusing on schoolwork, she  
enjoys writing experimental 
poetry and short stories. She 
draws inspiration from her 
childhood, motherhood, and 
ultra-long-distance bikepacking 
bike rides. She hopes to compile 
her life story and the epic 
experiences she’s had riding her 
bicycle across the country into a 
comprehensive book that she 
would like to see as inspiration for 
people to follow their dreams. 

E.V. Mae is a senior English 
major and a lover of nature, 
reading, and writing. Her 
academic/literary interests 
include fantasy, climate fiction, 
ecocriticism, and more recently 
post-colonial studies and 
petrofiction.

William Rivera is a current Cal 
Lu Grad Student getting his 
Single Subject Credential in 
English.
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Thank you to Dr. Scott Chiu, my Writing Center 

director, faculty mentor, and independent study 

instructor. It was his idea to create the Gumby 

Writing Project in the first place, and I hope he will 

continue the tradition long after I am gone! 

A C K N O W L E D G E 
M E N T S
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First of all, I want to say how grateful I am to be the editor of this very special 

inaugural edition of the Gumby Writing Project. Thank you so much to all of 

my contributors who offered their amazing pieces and worked with me to 

polish them to their best potential.  As I leave my undergraduate career, I am 

glad to give something back to CLU by shining a spotlight on the most 

important part of this institution—the people! These are the ones I wouldn’t 

have been able to do it without:

Thank you to Sabrina Leyva and Madi Ferdman 

for their assistance with the visuals, graphic 

design, and formatting.

Thank you to Eevie Mae for helping with the 

cover art design and for overall moral support.
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